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TAGS: TECH, GW 

SUBJECT: GAO STUDY OF FAST BREEDER REACTORS 
REF: BONN 17282 

1. GAO TEAM MET WITH APPROPRIATE GERMAN OFFICIALS AT 
MINISTRY FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY AND INTERATOM FIRM 
ON OCTOBER 29 AND AT KARLSRUHE NUCLEAR CENTER ON 
OCTOBER 30. DISCUSSIONS IN BONN CLOSELY FOLLOWED THEME 
ESTABLISHED BY QUESTIONNAIRE WHICH GAO HAD PROVIDED TO 
FRG AUTHORITIES THROUGH FRG EMBASSY WASHINGTON. 

(COPY WITH FRG ANSWERS POUCHED TO KRATZER, OES.) 

2. GAO TEAM CLEARLY MOST INTERESTED IN VALUE OF 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR MINIMIZATION OF NATIONAL 
EXPENDITURES FOR FAST BREEDER REACTOR RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT. GERMAN OFFICIALS AND SCIENTISTS STRONGLY 
ENDORSED VALUE OF PAST AND PRESENT US-FRG COOPERATION. 
HOWEVER, THEY ALSO HIGHLIGHTED NECESSITY FOR EVERY 
NATION TO HAVE ITS OWN BASE OF TECHNOLOGY IF INTER- 
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GERMAN EXPERTS ASSUMED THAT FUTURE US MARKET WOULD BE 
CLOSED TO GERMAN LMFBR'S, AND VICE VERSA. FOR THIS 
REASON, US-FRG COOPERATION INVOLVING EXCHANGES OF 
TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE POSSIBLE AND DESIRABLE AT PRESENT 
TIME. HOWEVER, POTENTIAL US-FRG COMPETITION IN OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL MARKETS WOULD PROBABLY SET A PRACTICAL 
FUTURE LIMIT ON BILATERAL TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION. 

GERMANS EMPHASIZED THAT LMFBR DEVELOPMENT IS A NATIONAL 
NECESSITY AND THAT THEIR NATIONAL NUCLEAR INDUSTRY 
MUST EXPORT TO REMAIN HEALTHY. 

HILLENBRAND 
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